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Section A 

The Glorious Revolution 1678–1689 

 

Study the three sources and then answer both questions. 

 

1 Use your knowledge of James II’s aims to assess how useful Source B is as evidence that he 
intended to govern in a similar way to his brother. 

 
[10] 

 
2 Using these three sources in their historical context, assess how far they support the view that 

from the start of his reign James II was mistrusted. 

[20] 

 

Source A: A Whig comments on James’ accession. 

Everything is very happy here. Never a king was proclaimed with more applause than he that reigns 

under the name of James the Second. He is courted by all men, and all orders pay him ready duty and 

obedience. I doubt not but to see a happy reign. 

The Earl of Peterborough to Sir Justinian Isham on James’ accession, February 1685 

 

 

Source B: A Tory member of the gentry comments on James’ promises at his accession. 

That which in great measure did quiet the minds and apprehensions of the people was the declaration 

made by King James to the Privy Council immediately after the breath was out of the body of his 

brother, that he would defend the government of England both in Church and State as by law 

established; that he would follow the steps of the late king in kindness and lenity towards his people; 

and that he would defend the just rights and prerogative of the Crown, so would invade no man’s 

property. 

Sir John Reresby, Memoirs 
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Source C: A bishop, who went into exile soon after James’ accession, comments on reaction to 

James’ promises. 

As soon as the King was dead, orders were presently given for proclaiming his brother. But as there 

were few tears shed for the former, so there were as few acclamations of joy for the present king. It was 

a heavy solemnity, and a dead silence, without any disorder and tumult, followed it through the streets. 

When the Privy Councillors came back from the proclamation and waited on the new King, he made a 

short speech to them, wherein he began with ‘an exposition for the ill opinion that had been entertained 

of him; promised that he would maintain the liberty and property of the subject; gave them his word that 

he would defend the Church, because it was a friend to monarchy; but gave them withal to understand 

that he would not depart from any one branch of his prerogative.’ And, upon the King’s promise to 

defend the Church, a new set of addresses went round England, full of loyalty and obedience, without 

limitation or restriction, as the University of Oxford worded theirs; but the clergy of London taking care to 

insert that it should be the religion established by law. 

Bishop Gilbert Burnet, History of his own Time 
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Section B 

 

The Making of Georgian Britain 

 

Answer ONE question. 
 

EITHER 
 
 

3* ‘Financial arrangements were the most important part of the revolutionary settlement in England 

to 1714.’ How far do you agree? 

[20] 

 

OR 

 

4* To what extent did Walpole owe his long period in office to royal support? 

[20]
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